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Memorandum 
 
 
TO:  Sara P. Richards, Esq., Managing Senior Director, Governance & Administration 
  
  
FROM: Robert S. Derico, R.A. Director, Office of Environmental Affairs 
  
  
DATE:  December 5, 2022 
  
  
RE: State Environmental Quality Review (“SEQR”) Involved Agency Negative Declaration Concurrence 

for the Gold Coast Public Library District (New Public Library Building Project), Nassau County, New 
York 

 
 
 The Gold Coast Public Library District (“GCPLD” or “the Library”) is requesting funding from the 
Dormitory Authority of the State of New York (“DASNY”) for its New Public Library Building Project (the “Proposed 
Project”).  The Proposed Action would involve DASNY’s authorization of the issuance of one or more series of 
tax exempt, and/or taxable, fixed and/or variable rate bonds, in an amount not to exceed $10,800,000 million, 
with maturities not to exceed 31-years, are expected to be sold through a negotiated offering.  The Proposed 
Project site located at 180 Glen Head Road, Glen Head, Town of Oyster Bay, Nassau County, New York (Section 
21 Block Q Lots 1, 70, 71, 1860 and 1861). 
 
 Description of the Proposed Project.  GCPLD is financing the purchase of a 2.62-acre site to facilitate 
the design and construction of a new library building that would serve as its permanent home to accommodate 
its collections, program and patron usage.  An existing one-story structure, formerly a residence, and its detached 
garage are to be demolished as part of the Proposed Project's scope of work.  In addition, the Proposed Project 
includes the construction of a new, one-story library building, containing approximately 11,1221 square feet in 
size.  Site work would include the following:  removal of 0.9 acres of existing wooded area, construction of a new 
parking lot that would include a total of 54 parking spaces (4 of which would be accessible parking spaces); a 
new retaining wall; a new gravel road; new concrete walkways, ADA complaint ramps and curbs; and installation 
of a new bike rack.  New landscaping and the construction of a reading garden would be part of the site 
development. 
 
 The proposed building would connect to existing water, gas and electric utilities serving the site.  On-
site sewage facilities would be constructed to manage sanitary wastewater generated from the Proposed Project 
including a septic tank and leaching pools.  A 2-cubic-yard dumpster would be installed on concrete pads south 
of the new one-story building.  The library is also considering two future improvements to the property which 
would not be installed during the construction currently proposed.  These include a new, natural gas fueled, 150 

 
 
1  Originally, the proposed project was noted to consist of a one story, approximately 10,991 square feet of area.  The project 

design was revised, thus expanding the Proposed Project to include an additional 131 square feet. 



Ms. Sara P. Richards, Esq. 
December 5, 2022 

Page 2 
 

  

kWh emergency generator on an approximately 20-foot by 12-foot concrete pad, cited to the northeast, adjacent 
to the new library building.  Installation of benches on the graded lawn area south of the proposed library building 
near the property’s frontage on Glen Head Road would also be considered in the future. 
 
 Security enhancements at the facility would include exterior lighting, camera system, and an internal 
security system.  In response to the Covid-19 pandemic, library officials are closely reviewing the design to 
consider social distancing where appropriate.  The Library would include many public health upgrades including, 
expanding touchless water fountains, toilets and sinks, adding sanitary wipe dispensers, installing automatic 
doors, and installing various fixtures that are easy to clean.   
 
 The Institution.  Library was founded in 2001 and is a not-for-profit corporation operating as a special 
district library chartered by the Board of Regents of the State of New York.  The Library is located on Long Island, 
in Glen Head, within the Towns of North Hempstead and Oyster Bay, Nassau County, New York.  The Library 
district is coterminous with the North Shore Central School District, except for the Village of Sea Cliff.  The Library 
is one of 54 member libraries in the Nassau Library System.  The nine Board members of the Library are elected 
by the residents of the Library District at elections conducted by the Library. 
 
 The existing library is located at 50 Railroad Avenue in Glen Head, New York and consists of two 
separate buildings.  All services would now be located in one wholly owned community building, providing 
stability and greater efficiencies.  To meet growing demands, the new library would be 30-percent larger and the 
expanded community room(s) would be accessible from the outside to accommodate large events.  There would 
also be 50-percent more additional shelf space in the new library.  New spaces include small study rooms, a 
teen seating and study space and an outdoor reading garden. 
 
 State Environmental Quality Review (SEQR).  DASNY conducted this environmental review in 
compliance with the State Environmental Quality Review Act (“SEQRA”), codified at Article 8 of the New York 
Environmental Conservation Law (“ECL”), and its implementing regulations, promulgated at Part 617 of Title 6 
of the New York Codes, Rules and Regulations (“N.Y.C.R.R.”), which collectively contain the requirements for 
the SEQR process. 
 
 Gold Coast Public Library District initiated its SEQR in conjunction with the required referendum 
seeking voter approval for the financing of the Proposed Project.  Voters approved a $10,800,000 bond 
referendum on December 8, 2020.  The Proposed Project is estimated to cost approximately $11.5 million.  Any 
costs in excess of the $10,800,000 approved voter referendum would be paid through funds held in the Library’s 
capital reserve account and/or premium issuance. 
 
 On July 31, 2020, GCPLD distributed its lead agency request letter for the Proposed Project, initiating 
a coordinated review for this Unlisted action.  GCPLD’s lead agency request letter included the Full 
Environmental Assessment Form – Part 1 (“FEAF – Part 1”), also dated July 31, 2020, to the list of involved 
agencies and interested parties.  DASNY was included as an involved agency for the coordinated review and 
the determination of significance issued by the lead agency following a coordinated review is binding on all other 
involved agencies2. 
 
 Representatives of DASNY reviewed the FEAF – Part 1 and its supplemental information and 
discussed the Proposed Project’s possible environmental impacts with representatives of the applicant.  GCPLD 
issued its SEQR Negative Declaration Notice of Determination of Nonsignificance, along with FEAF – Part 2 and 
Part 3, on September 2, 2020, noting that “…the Proposed Action would not result in significant environmental 
impacts”.    

 
 
2 N.Y.C.R.R. 617.6(b)(3)(iii) 
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 GCPLD’s SEQR determination noted the need for site plan approval from the Town of Oyster Bay 
Planning Department.  On November 15, 2022, the Town Board of the Town of Oyster Bay issued its own 
Unlisted, uncoordinated SEQR determination approving the Proposed Project (Resolution No. 850-2022).  In its 
resolution, the Town of Oyster Bay Department of Planning and Development, through its Department of 
Environmental Resources’ (“DER”) Town Environmental Quality Review (“TEQR”) Division, conducted its own 
SEQR review regarding its discretionary site plan approval of the Proposed Project.  DER reviewed the Proposed 
Project and issued its Quality Review Report (“QRR”), dated October 19, 2022.  The QRR, deemed DER’s 
Negative Declaration, “…indicated that the proposed actions would not cause significant impacts upon the 
environment…”  
 
 Based on the above, and the additional information set forth below, DASNY, as an involved agency, 
independently analyzed the relevant areas of environmental concern and concurs with the lead agency’s 
(“GCPLD”) SEQR determination that the proposed action would not have a significant effect on the environment. 
 
 New York State Smart Growth Public Infrastructure Policy Act.  The Proposed Action would consist 
of the transfer of state land, a Smart Growth Impact Statement (“SGIS”) for the Proposed Project was prepared 
pursuant to the State of New York State Smart Growth Public Infrastructure Policy Act (“SSGPIPA”) procedures 
(see “Smart Growth Impact Statement Assessment Form [“SGISAF”], attached).  DASNY’s Smart Growth 
Advisory Committee reviewed the SGIS and attested that the Proposed Project, to the extent practicable, would 
meet the smart growth criteria established by the legislation.  The compatibility of the Proposed Project with the 
ten criteria of the SSGPIPA, article 6 of the ECL, is detailed in the SGISAF.  As indicated on the form, the 
Proposed Project would be generally supportive of the SSGPIPA and no further SSGPIPA analysis is required. 
 
 New York State Historic Preservation Act of 1980 (“SHPA”) Determination.  The Proposed Project 
was also reviewed in conformance with the New York State Historic Preservation Act of 1980 (“SHPA”), 
especially the implementing regulations of section 14.09 of the Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation Law 
(“PRHPL”), as well as with the requirements of the Memorandum of Understanding (“MOU”), dated March 18, 
1998, between the DASNY and the New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation 
(“OPRHP”).  Consultation was initiated with OPRHP regarding the Proposed Project (OPRHP Project №. 
20PR04035) and in its letter of July 14, 2020 (attached), OPRHP determined “…no properties, including 
archaeological and/or historic resources, listed in or eligible for the New York State and National Registers of 
Historic Places will be impacted by this project”.  It is the opinion of DASNY that the Proposed Project would 
have no impact on historical or cultural resources in or eligible for inclusion in the National and State Registers 
of Historic Places. 
 
cc: Michael Logan, Esq. 
 Stephen Koiser 
 Alex Sirdine 
 SEQR File 
 OPRHP File 





















































































Sincerely,

R. Daniel Mackay

Deputy Commissioner for Historic Preservation
Division for Historic Preservation

Based upon this review, it is the opinion of OPRHP that no properties, including archaeological 
and/or historic resources, listed in or eligible for the New York State and National Registers of 
Historic Places will be impacted by this project.

If further correspondence is required regarding this project, please be sure to refer to the 
OPRHP Project Review (PR) number noted above.

Re:

Thank you for requesting the comments of the Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic 
Preservation (OPRHP). We have reviewed the project in accordance with the New York State 
Historic Preservation Act of 1980 (Section 14.09 of the New York Parks, Recreation and 
Historic Preservation Law). These comments are those of the OPRHP and relate only to 
Historic/Cultural resources. They do not include potential environmental impacts to New York 
State Parkland that may be involved in or near your project. Such impacts must be considered 
as part of the environmental review of the project pursuant to the State Environmental Quality 
Review Act (New York Environmental Conservation Law Article 8) and its implementing 
regulations (6 NYCRR Part 617).

July 14, 2020

Angelica Apolinaris
538 Broad Hollow Road
Melville, NY 11747

SEQRA
Gold Coast Library - New Public Library Building
180 Glen Head Rd, Glen Head, NY 11545
20PR04035

Dear Angelica Apolinaris:

Division for Historic Preservation
P.O. Box 189, Waterford, New York 12188-0189 • (518) 237-8643 • parks.ny.gov

ANDREW M. CUOMO
Governor

ERIK KULLESEID
Commissioner
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SMART GROWTH IMPACT STATEMENT ASSESSMENT FORM 
 
 
Date:  December 5,2020       Project Number: 363810 
Project Applicant: Gold Coast Public Library District 
Project Name: New Public Library Building Project 
Program: Public Libraries 
Project Location: 180 Glen Head Road, Glen Head, Town of Oyster Bay, Nassau County, New York 
Completed by: Robert S. Derico, R.A., Office of Environmental Affairs 
  
This Smart Growth Impact Statement Assessment Form (“SGISAF”) is a tool to assist the applicant and the 
Dormitory Authority of the State of New York’s (“DASNY’s”) Smart Growth Advisory Committee in deliberations 
to determine whether a project is consistent with the New York State Smart Growth Public Infrastructure Policy 
Act (“SSGPIPA”), Article 6 of the New York State Environmental Conservation Law (“ECL”).1  Not all 
questions/answers may be relevant or applicable to all projects.  
 
Description of Proposed Action and Proposed Project:  GCPLD is financing the purchase of a 2.62-acre site 
to facilitate the design and construction of a new library building that would serve as its permanent home to 
accommodate its collections, program and patron usage.  An existing one-story structure, formerly a residence, 
and its detached garage are to be demolished as part of the Proposed Project's scope of work.  In addition, the 
Proposed Project includes the construction of a new, one-story library building, containing approximately 11,1222 
square feet in size.  Site work would include the following:  removal of 0.9 acres of existing wooded area, 
construction of a new parking lot that would include a total of 54 parking spaces (4 of which would be accessible 
parking spaces); a new retaining wall; a new gravel road; new concrete walkways, ADA complaint ramps and 
curbs; and installation of a new bike rack.  New landscaping and the construction of a reading garden would be 
part of the site development. 
 
The proposed building would connect to existing water, gas and electric utilities serving the site.  On-site sewage 
facilities would be constructed to manage sanitary wastewater generated from the Proposed Project including a 
septic tank and leaching pools.  A 2-cubic-yard dumpster would be installed on concrete pads south of the new 
one-story building.  The library is also considering two future improvements to the property which would not be 
installed during the construction currently proposed.  These include a new, natural gas fueled, 150 kWh 
emergency generator on an approximately 20-foot by 12-foot concrete pad, cited to the northeast, adjacent to 
the new library building.  Installation of benches on the graded lawn area south of the proposed library building 
near the property’s frontage on Glen Head Road would also be considered in the future. 
 
Security enhancements at the facility would include exterior lighting, camera system, and an internal security 
system.  In response to the Covid-19 pandemic, library officials are closely reviewing the design to consider 
social distancing where appropriate.  The Library would include many public health upgrades including, 
expanding touchless water fountains, toilets and sinks, adding sanitary wipe dispensers, installing automatic 
doors, and installing various fixtures that are easy to clean.   
 
Smart Growth Impact Assessment:  Have any other entities issued a Smart Growth Impact Statement 
(“SGIS”) with regard to this project?  (If so, attach same).     Yes     No    
 
1. Does the project advance or otherwise involve the use of, maintain, or improve existing infrastructure?  

Check one and describe:   Yes     No     Not Relevant  
 

 
1 https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/laws/ENV/A6  

 
2  Originally, the proposed project was noted to consist of a one story, approximately 10,991 square feet of area.  The project 

design was revised, thus expanding the Proposed Project to include an additional 131 square feet. 
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2. Is the project located wholly or partially in a municipal center,3 characterized by any of the following:  
Check all that apply and explain briefly: 

 A city or a village 
 Within the boundaries of a generally-recognized college, university, hospital or nursing-home campus 
 Area of concentrated and mixed land use that serves as a center for various activities including, but not 
limited to:  see below 

 Central business districts (i.e., commercial or geographic heart of a city, downtown or “city center) 
 Main streets (i.e., primary retail street of a village, town, or small city)  
 Downtown areas (i.e., city's core, center or central business district)  
 Brownfield opportunity areas (https://www.dos.ny.gov/opd/programs/brownFieldOpp/index.html)  
 Downtown areas of Local Waterfront Revitalization Programs (“LWRPs”) 
(https://www.dos.ny.gov/opd/programs/lwrp.html)  

 Transit-oriented development areas (i.e., areas with access to public transit for residents)   
 Environmental justice areas  (https://www.dec.ny.gov/public/911.html)  
 Hardship areas  

 
3. Is the project located adjacent to municipal centers (please see characteristics in question 2, above) with 

clearly-defined borders, in an area designated for concentrated development in the future by a municipal or 
regional comprehensive plan that exhibits strong land use, transportation, infrastructure and economic 
connections to an existing municipal center?  Check one and describe:   Yes   No     Not Relevant 

 
4. Is the project located in an area designated by a municipal or comprehensive plan, and appropriately zoned, 

as a future municipal center?  Check one and describe:   Yes   No   Not Relevant 
 
5. Is the project located wholly or partially in a developed area or an area designated for concentrated infill 

development in accordance with a municipally-approved comprehensive land use plan, a local waterfront 
revitalization plan, brownfield opportunity area plan or other development plan?  Check one and describe:  

 Yes     No     Not Relevant 
 
6. Does the project preserve and enhance the state’s resources, including agricultural lands, forests, surface 

and groundwater, air quality, recreation and open space, scenic areas, and/or significant historic and 
archeological resources?  Check one and describe:   Yes     No     Not Relevant 

 
7. Does the project foster mixed land uses and compact development, downtown revitalization, brownfield 

redevelopment, the enhancement of beauty in public spaces, the diversity and affordability of housing in 
proximity to places of employment, recreation and commercial development and/or the integration of all 
income and age groups?  Check one and describe:   Yes     No     Not Relevant 

 
8. Does the project provide mobility through transportation choices, including improved public transportation 

and reduced automobile dependency?  Check one and describe:    Yes   No    Not Relevant 
 
9. Does the project demonstrate coordination among state, regional, and local planning and governmental 

officials?4  Check one and describe:   Yes     No     Not Relevant 
 

10. Does the project involve community-based planning and collaboration? 
Check one and describe:   Yes     No     Not Relevant 

 
11.  Is the project consistent with local building and land use codes? 

Check one and describe:   Yes      No     Not Relevant 
 
12. Does the project promote sustainability by strengthening existing and creating new communities which 

reduce greenhouse gas emissions and do not compromise the needs of future generations?  Check one and 
describe:   Yes     No     Not Relevant 

 
3 DASNY interprets the term “municipal centers” to include existing, developed institutional campuses such as universities, colleges and hospitals. 
4 Demonstration may include State Environmental Quality Review [“SEQR”] coordination with involved and interested agencies, district formation, 
agreements between involved parties, letters of support, State Pollutant Discharge Elimination System [“SPDES”] permit issuance/revision notices, etc.   

https://www.dos.ny.gov/opd/programs/brownFieldOpp/index.html
https://www.dos.ny.gov/opd/programs/lwrp.html
https://www.dec.ny.gov/public/911.html
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13. During the development of the project, was there broad-based public involvement?5 

Check one and describe:   Yes     No     Not Relevant 
 
14. Does the Recipient have an ongoing governance structure to sustain the implementation of community 

planning?  Check one and describe:   Yes     No     Not Relevant 
 
15. Does the project mitigate future physical climate risk due to sea level rise, and/or storm surges and/or 

flooding, based on available data predicting the likelihood of future extreme weather events, including hazard 
risk analysis data if applicable?  Check one and describe:   Yes    No     Not Relevant 

 
 

 
 
 

DASNY has reviewed the available information regarding this project and finds:  
 

 The project was developed in general consistency with the relevant Smart Growth Criteria. 
 The project was not developed in general consistency with the relevant Smart Growth Criteria. 
 It was impracticable to develop this project in a manner consistent with the relevant Smart Growth Criteria 

for the following reasons:             
                

 
ATTESTATION 
 
I, President of DASNY/designee of the President of DASNY, hereby attest that the Proposed Project, to the 
extent practicable, meets the relevant criteria set forth above and that to the extent that it is not practical to meet 
any relevant criterion, for the reasons given above. 
 
 
      DATE:  December 5, 2022  
Signature/Date 
 
Robert S. Derico, R.A., Director, Office of Environmental Affairs  
Print Name and Title 
 

 
5 Documentation may include SEQR coordination with involved and interested agencies, SPDES permit issuance/revision notice, approval of Bond 
Resolution, formation of district, evidence of public hearings, Environmental Notice Bulletin [“ENB”] or other published notices, letters of support, etc. 
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