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Memorandum 
 
 
TO:  Jack D. Homkow, Director, Office of Environmental Affairs   
 
FROM: Sara E. Stein, AICP, Environmental Manager 
 
DATE:  March 3, 2016 
 
RE: State Environmental Quality Review (SEQR) Determination for the Columbia University 

2016 Financing Project — Independent Colleges and Universities Program 
 

DASNY (“Dormitory Authority State of New York”) has received a funding request from 
Columbia University (“Columbia” or the “University”) pursuant to DASNY’s Independent Colleges and 
Universities Program for its 2016 Financing Project (the “Proposed Project”).  Accordingly, the 
Proposed Project is subject to environmental review pursuant to the State Environmental Quality 
Review Act (“SEQRA”).  Based on a review of the attached Credit Summary and Staff Report dated 
February 26, 2016, and supporting documentation completed by a representative of the University, it 
has been determined that for purposes of SEQRA, the Proposed Action would consist of DASNY’s 
authorization of the issuance of up to $430,000,000 in one or more series of fixed- or variable-rate, tax-
exempt and/or taxable bonds to be sold through one or more negotiated offerings and/or private 
placements at one or more times on behalf of the University.   

 
The proceeds of DASNY’s bond issuance would be used to finance various University-wide 

construction and renovation projects located at Columbia’s Medical Center, Morningside and 
Manhattanville campuses located in the borough of Manhattan, New York County, New York.  The 
bond issuance would also be used to fully and/or partially refinance the University’s commercial paper, 
which was used to refund DASNY’s Columbia University Insured Revenue Bonds, Series 2006A and 
2006B.   
 

DASNY completed this environmental review in accordance with SEQRA, codified at Article 8 of 
the New York Environmental Conservation Law (“ECL”), and its implementing regulations, promulgated 
at Part 617 of Title 6 of the New York Codes, Rules and Regulations (“N.Y.C.R.R.”), which collectively 
contain the requirements for the State Environmental Quality Review (“SEQR”) process.  
Representatives of the University completed a series of Project Documents that detail each of the 
Proposed Project activities, along with a summary list of eligible projects that may be funded from 
DASNY Series 2016 bond proceeds (see attached).   
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The Proposed Project would include design development, construction and/or renovation of the 
following buildings or facilities on the Manhattanville Campus to be used for academic and research 
purposes:  

 
• Jerome L. Greene Science Center for the Mind, Brain and Behavior:  Design 

development and construction of all systems required to complete the facility; 
• Central Below-Grade Facility (slurry walls and foundations):  Design and construction 

of a multilevel, interconnected, underground space that will provide additional 
science, academic, and mechanical support spaces, parking and central materials 
distribution; 

• Open Spaces:  Design and construction of the approximately 11,800-square-foot 
(“sf”) landscaped “small square” and design development for the approximately 
40,000-sf “large square”, plus landscape and streetscape work; and 

• 615 West 131st Street:  Renovation of the 600 level of the Studebaker Building to 
convert space formerly leased by the Alexander Doll Company into office space for 
University administrators. 

 
It has been determined that these project components were previously reviewed under SEQRA 

and have not changed from the previous SEQR process and, therefore, no further environmental 
review by DASNY is required.1 

 
The Proposed Project would also include the following renovation projects in buildings or 

facilities on the Medical Center Campus and the Morningside Heights Campus to be used for academic 
and research purposes: 

 
• Institute for Comparative Medicine Animal Facilities (650 West 168th Street):  

Renovation of animal research and support spaces on the 18th and 19th floors of the 
William Black Medical Research and College of Physicians and Surgeons (“P&S”) 
Building and on the 17th floor of the Hammer Health Sciences Building;   

• Fairchild Hall, 800 Level (1212 Amsterdam Avenue):  Renovation of approximately 
6,000 gross square feet (“gsf”) of existing laboratory space in the Department of 
Biological Sciences for academic/research purposes; 

• Northwest Corner Building, 1100 Level (550 West 120th Street):  Renovation of 
approximately 5,200 gsf of laboratory and support space in the Physics Department 
for research purposes; 

• Shapiro Center for Engineering and Physical Space Research (“CEPSR”), 1000 
Level (530 West 120th Street):  Renovation and expansion of approximately 4,600 
gsf of Columbia Nanofabrication Facility space (“Shared Facility Clean Room”) to 
support current and emerging efforts in nanobiology and nanomedicine in the Fu 

                                                 
 
1 Certain projects included in this Columbia University 2016 Series Financing Project were previously reviewed under SEQRA as 

part of the Columbia University Series 2015 Financing Project (see DASNY’s SEQR Determination for the 2015 Financing Project and 
DASNY’s Findings Statement for the Continuation of Phase I Components of the Manhattanville in West Harlem Rezoning and Academic 
Mixed-Use Development Project dated March 9, 2015).   
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Foundation School of Engineering and Applied Science, Arts and Sciences, and the 
School of Physicians and Surgeons; 

• Havemeyer Hall, 400 Level (3000 Broadway):  Renovation of an existing, 
approximately 2,300 gsf, unused laboratory space in the Chemistry Department for 
academic/research purposes; 

• Pupin Hall, Levels 800 and 900 (538 West 120th Street):  Conversion of 
approximately 7,500 gsf of academic space in the east side of the 800 and 900 
levels into a new Physics Theory Center for use by faculty, postdoctoral researchers 
and graduate students; 

• Watson Hall, 600 Level (612 West 115th Street):  Renovation of approximately 3,000 
gsf of academic space to accommodate the expansion of the Statistics Department 
for Columbia’s Information Technology and Gender-Based Misconduct offices; and 

• Chandler Hall, 700 level (3010 Broadway):  Conversion of approximately 1,100 gsf of 
space into new and additional wet laboratory space for academic/research purposes. 

 
Additionally, the Proposed Project would involve upgrades to various existing Institutional Real 

Estate (“IRE”) apartment properties for University-related housing on the Upper West Side of 
Manhattan and the Bronx, New York, New York, located in the areas bounded by West 107th Street to 
West 108th Street from Columbus Avenue to Central Park West, West 108th Street to West 110th Street 
from Amsterdam Avenue to Riverside Drive, West 110th Street to West 122nd Street from Morningside 
Drive to Riverside Drive, and West 122nd Street to West 125th Street from Amsterdam Avenue to 
Riverside Drive, and at the following locations or addresses:  52 West 85th Street, 200 West End 
Avenue, 258 Riverside Drive, 2700 Broadway, 455 Central Park West, the Morningside Gardens 
Complex from 122nd to 125th from Amsterdam to Broadway, and 3260 Henry Hudson Parkway.   

 
As described above and in the attached documents, the Proposed Project components located 

on the University’s Medical Center and Morningside Heights campuses and at the University’s IRE 
properties located on the Upper West Side of Manhattan and the Bronx would involve maintenance or 
repair involving no substantial changes in an existing structure or facility; the replacement, 
rehabilitation, or reconstruction of a structure or facility, in kind, on the same site, including upgrading 
buildings to meet building or fire codes; and/or the purchase of furnishings and equipment, which are 
Type II actions as specifically designated by 6 N.Y.C.R.R. § 617.5(c)(1), 6 N.Y.C.R.R. § 617.5(c)(2), 
and 6 N.Y.C.R.R. § 617.5(c)(25), respectively.  The Proposed Project would also involve the 
refinancing of taxable commercial paper issued by the University (Columbia University Insured 
Revenue Bonds, Series 2006A and 2006B).  Refinancing existing debt is also a Type II action as 
specifically designated by 6 N.Y.C.R.R. § 617.5(c)(23).  Type II “actions have been determined not to 
have significant impact on the environment or are otherwise precluded from environmental review 
under Environmental Conservation Law, article 8.”2  Therefore, no further SEQR determination or 
procedure is required for any component of the Proposed Project identified as Type II.   

 
The Proposed Project was reviewed in conformance with the New York State Historic Preservation 

Act of 1980 (“SHPA”), especially the implementing regulations of section 14.09 of the Parks, Recreation 
                                                 

 
2 6 N.Y.C.R.R. § 617.5(a). 
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and Historic Preservation Law (“PRHPL”), as well as with the requirements of the Memorandum of 
Understanding (“MOU”), dated March 18, 1998, between DASNY and the New York State Office of 
Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation (“OPRHP”).  In compliance with Article III, Section 3.0 of 
the MOU, OPRHP will be notified of the Proposed Project being funded with bond proceeds.  The 
Studebaker Building, which is located on Columbia’s Manhattanville Campus, is eligible for listing on 
the State and National Registers of Historic Places.  In a letter dated December 8, 2005, OPRHP 
opined that the proposed renovation of the building would have no adverse impact upon historic 
resources.  It is the opinion of DASNY that the Proposed Project would have no impact on historical or 
cultural resources in or eligible for inclusion in the National and/or State Registers of Historic Places. 

 
Attachments 
 
cc: Donna A. Rosen, Esq. 
 David P. Ostrander 
 SEQR File 
 OPRHP File 



Columbia University
DASNY Series 2016- New Money Projects

Location/Campus Project Property Address or Location Project Description Nature of Work Purpose

SEQRA Review 
Completed in 
Previous Bond 

Issue
PROJECT 

COST (000's) Square Footage

Manhattanville Jerome L. Greene Science Center

No address  yet -CIP (Between 129th to 130 
Streets from Broadway to 12th Avenue, New 
York, NY 10027)

Design development and construction of all systems required to complete the 
Jerome L. Greene Science Center for the Mind, Brain and Behavior initiative. New Construction & associated site preparation Academic and Research Yes 253,234 445,000                 

Manhattanville Slurry Wall and Foundations Construction

No address  yet -CIP (125/129th to 131st Streets 
from Broadway to 12th Avenue, New York, NY 
10027)

Design and construction a multilevel, interconnected underground space to the 
Central Below Grade Facility.  These areas will provide additional science, 
academic mechanical support spaces to parking, central materials distribution. New Construction & associated site preparation 

Infrastructure, Academic, 
Research and Administrative Yes 21,453 N/A

Medical Center
Institute for Comparative Medicine Animal Facilities in William Black, 
Physicians and Surgeons & Hammer Health Sciences 650 West 168th Street

Renovations of animal research and support spaces in the Black & Physicians & 
Surgeons buildings 18th & 19th floor & Hammer Health Sciences building 17th 
floor project. 1 Renovation, upgrading and alteration Academic and Research Yes 15,468 33,950                   

Manhattanville Open Space in Manhattanville No address assigned yet - CIP
Design and construction of the small square and design development only for 
the large square, phase II landscape and streetscape work and the open space. New Construction & associated site preparation Green Space Yes 14,539 51,800                   

Manhattanville 615 West 131st St 600 level 615 West 131st Street

Renovation of the 600 level of the Studebaker Building to convert space 
formerly leased by Alexander Doll Company into office space for University 
administrators. Renovation, upgrading and alteration Administrative Yes 7,044 35,000                   

Morningside Fairchild Hall 800 level 1212 Amsterdam Avenue
Renovation of the department of Biological Sciences existing laboratories for 
professor Hobert and Professor Greenwald. Renovation, upgrading and alteration Academic and Research Yes 6,411 6,000                     

Morningside
Northwest Building  Department of Physics Professor Basov Laboratory 
Renovation 1100 level 550 West 120th Street

Renovation of physics department laboratory and support space in the 
Northwest Corner Building to accommodate professor Basov's research needs in 
two phases. Renovation, upgrading and alteration Academic and Research No 5,400 5,200                     

Morningside
A&S - Nanoscience Shared Facilities Clean Room Upgrade & Expansion in 
CEPSR 1000 level 530 West 120th Street

Renovation and expansion of an existing 3,000 square foot Columbia 
Nanofabrication Facility to 4,600 square feet to support current and emerging 
efforts in nanobiology and nanomedicine in the Fu Foundation School of 
Engineering and Applied Science, Arts and Sciences and the School of Physicians 
and Surgeons. Renovation, upgrading and alteration Academic and Research No 2,501 4,600                     

Morningside A&S - Havemeyer Hall Chemistry Laboratory 400 lvl 3000 Broadway

Renovation of Chemistry department of the 400 level of  Havemeyer Hall to 
renovate of an existing, unused laboratory space for professor Lambert.  The 
new laboratory includes construction, new furniture, upgrades or replace new 
mechanical supply. Renovation, upgrading and alteration Academic and Research No 1,575 2,300                     

Morningside A&S - Pupin Hall Physics Theory Center 800 & 900 levels 538 West 120th Street

Conversion of the east side of 800 and 900 levels into new Physics Theory Center 
for use by faculty, postdoctoral researchers and graduate students of the 
University. Renovation, upgrading and alteration Academic and Research Yes 1,568 7,500                     

Morningside A&S - Watson Hall  Statistics Faculty Offices 600 level 612 West 115th Street
Renovation of the 600 level of Watson Hall to accommodate the expansion of 
Statistics department for CUIT offices and the Gender Based Misconduct office. Renovation, upgrading and alteration

Academic,  Research and 
Administrative No 1,296 3,000                     

Morningside A&S - Chandler Hall Chemistry Department Laboratory 700 level 3010 Broadway
Conversion of Chandler Hall into new and additional wet laboratory space for 
professor Nuckolls to meet his expanding research needs. Renovation, upgrading and alteration Academic and Research No 990 1,100                     

Institutional Real Estate Renovation Various properties on Upper West Side of Manhattan, New York, NY 10027: Renovation, upgrading and alteration Residential Yes 33,500
107th to 108th Street  from Columbus Ave to Central Park West; and/or
108th to 110th streets from Amsterdam Ave to Riverside Drive; and/or
110th to 122th Streets from Morningside to Riverside Drives; and/or
122th to 125th from Broadway to Riverside Drive

1. a) Hammer 17th floor = 14,050 square feet; b) Black/P&S 18th floor = 9,950 square feet; c) Black/P&S = 9,950 square feet. Total 364,980       
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Project Document 
 

NORTHWEST CORNER BUILDING 
DEPARTMENT OF PHYSICS 

PROFESSOR BASOV LABORATORY RENOVATION 
1100 Level 

Construction Phase 
 
Statement of Purpose and Need 
 
The Department of Physics has recruited Professor Dimitri Basov who conducts research in 
infrared spectroscopy of novel electronic and magnetic materials.  His recruitment requires the 
renovation of existing laboratory and support spaces in the Northwest Corner Building to 
accommodate his research. 
 
A space of approximately 5,200 square feet on the 1100 level of the Northwest Corner Building 
will be renovated for Professor Basov’s research needs in two phases. The first phase includes 
approximately 3,200 square feet along the north side of the building and will proceed 
immediately.  The second phase includes approximately 2,000 square feet along the south side of 
the building and will proceed once the current occupants are relocated to the Jerome L. Greene 
Science Center in Manhattanville in the fall of 2016. The combined spaces will be designed to 
accommodate multiple optics tables and a superconducting magnet which will require meeting 
stringent criteria for temperature, humidity, vibration and radio frequency. 
 
Project Scope 
 
This request will provide funding for the construction of both phases.  The first phase will 
include the construction of five optics laboratories, a sample preparation room, a control room, 
laboratory support space and a supporting mechanical room. A mesh mezzanine space will be 
constructed for equipment storage.  The second phase will include the construction of two optics 
laboratories, a control room, and laboratory support space.  The mechanical, electrical, plumbing 
and fire suppression systems will be modified during both phases. 
 
Project Budget 
 Previous 

Request 
 Current 

Request 
 Total 

Request 
Construction $330,000  $4,050,000  $4,380,000 
A/E Fees and Expenses 310,000  72,000  382,000 
Furniture, Fixtures & Equipment  10,000  125,000  135,000 
Contingency 60,000  530,000  590,000 
Commissioning 20,000  127,000  147,000 
Project Management 48,000  318,000  366,000 
Total $778,000  $5,222,000  $6,000,000 
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Project Financing 
 
The current request of $5,222,000 is based on recently completed projects in the Northwest 
Corner building which had similar requirements.  The total request of $6,000,000 will be funded 
with debt to be serviced by Arts and Sciences. The final allocation of sources of funding will be 
made prior to the issuance of University debt. 
 
This is a declaration of official intent for purposes of United States Treasury Regulations Section 
1.150-2.  The maximum principal amount of bonds expected to be issued to permanently fund 
the project, based on current cost estimates is $6,000,000 plus costs of issuance and any reserves 
established in connection with the bonds. To the extent that costs increase, it is expected that the 
principal amount of bonds will be increased to fund the project. Any costs temporarily financed 
on an interim basis with University funds are expected to be reimbursed with bond proceeds to 
the extent that such costs are not funded with external sources and to the extent the University 
does not elect to permanently finance such costs with University funds. 
 
Operations and Maintenance  
 
Any increase in maintenance and operations costs will be determined at the completion of 
construction documents. These costs, once determined, will be the responsibility of Arts and 
Sciences.   
 
Energy Considerations 
 
Any increase in energy consumption costs will be determined at the completion of construction 
documents.  These costs, once determined, will be the responsibility of Arts and Sciences.  
 
Sustainable Design 
 
Sustainable elements of the project will include the recycling of construction materials and 
debris, energy efficient lighting and low volatile organic compound (VOC) paint.  Costs 
associated with these sustainable components will be negligible. 
 
Safety and Security 
 
This project will be designed and constructed to be in accordance with all University and New 
York City safety and security regulations. 
 
Consideration for the Disabled 
 
This project will be designed to comply with the 2010 Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) 
requirements and Columbia University’s commitment to accessibility.  This project will include 
the appropriate building accessibility upgrades to further the goal of fully accessible buildings 
throughout the campus. 
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Mode of Accomplishment 
 
The firm of Mitchell | Giurgola Architects has been selected to provide design services. 
Construction services will be provided by a general contractor selected during this phase of the 
project. The Columbia University Facilities and Operations Department of Capital Project 
Management will provide project management services for the project.  All vendors are selected 
in accordance with University procurement procedures. 
 
Certificate of Occupancy 
 
This project will not affect the Certificate of Occupancy for the Northwest Corner building. 
 
Project Schedule 
 
The first phase is anticipated to be completed in the fall of 2016.  The second phase will be 
completed approximately 9 months after the current occupants vacate the space.   
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Approved by: 
 
 
 
 
____________________________________________________________________________  ________ 
David M. Greenberg, Executive Vice President, Columbia University Facilities and Operations      Date 
       
 
 
 
____________________________________________________________________________  ________ 
David B. Madigan, Executive Vice President, Dean of the Faculty, Arts and Sciences                     Date 
 
 
 
 
____________________________________________________________________________  ________ 
Nancy K. Johnson, Vice President, Budget and Financial Planning                 Date 
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Project Document 

 
HAVEMEYER HALL 

DEPARTMENT OF CHEMISTRY 
PROFESSOR LAMBERT LABORATORY RENOVATION 

400 Level 
Design and Construction Phase 

 
Statement of Purpose and Need 
 
The Department of Chemistry requests to renovate 2,300 square feet of existing, unused 
laboratory space on the 400 level of Havemeyer Hall (rooms 412-414) for Professor Tristan 
Lambert.  Renovation of this space will free-up approximately 3,100 square feet of existing 
laboratory space on the 500 level of Havemeyer Hall (rooms 510-512) currently occupied by 
Professor Lambert for the future recruitment of a senior organic chemist. Professor Lambert will 
utilize the newly renovated space to continue his research of catalysis, specializing in the 
development of novel catalytic strategies for selective organic synthesis. 
 
Project Scope 
 
This phase of the project will provide funding for the design and construction of the space.  The 
finished laboratory will include space for wet laboratory functions, an equipment and gas storage 
room, a group room and an office. The scope will include new laboratory benches, fume hoods 
and their corresponding services, work desks, upgrades to existing floor surfaces and finishes, 
new lighting and the upgrade or replacement of the existing mechanical, electrical and life safety 
systems supporting the space. The scope will also include eleven new energy efficient, low-flow 
fume hoods that will match existing units that are currently used by the department.  The 
mechanical supply and exhaust air ducts will be modified to obtain proper air exchange in each 
laboratory. 
 
Project Budget 
  Total 

Request 
 

Construction  $1,160,000  
A/E Fees and Expenses  140,000  
Furniture, Fixtures & Equipment  100,000  
Contingency  200,000  
Commissioning  43,000  
Project Management  107,000  
Total  $1,750,000  
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Project Financing   
 
The total request of $1,750,000 is based upon a completed feasibility study and will be funded 
with debt to be serviced by Arts and Sciences.  The final allocation of sources of funding will be 
made prior to the issuance of University debt. 
 
This is a declaration of official intent for purposes of United States Treasury Regulations Section 
1.150-2.  The maximum principal amount of bonds expected to be issued to permanently fund 
the project, based on current cost estimates is $1,750,000 plus costs of issuance and any reserves 
established in connection with the bonds. To the extent that costs increase, it is expected that the 
principal amount of bonds will be increased to fund the project. Any costs temporarily financed 
on an interim basis with University funds are expected to be reimbursed with bond proceeds to 
the extent that such costs are not funded with external sources and to the extent the University 
does not elect to permanently finance such costs with University funds. 
 
Operations and Maintenance  
 
Any increase in maintenance and operations costs will be determined during this phase of the 
project. These costs, once determined, will be the responsibility of Arts and Sciences.   
 
Energy Considerations 
 
Any increase in energy consumption costs will be determined during this phase of the project.  
These costs, once determined, will be the responsibility of Arts and Sciences.  
 
Sustainable Design 
 
Sustainable elements of the project will include the recycling of construction materials and 
debris, energy efficient lighting and low volatile organic compound (VOC) paint.  Costs 
associated with these sustainable components will be negligible. 
 
Safety and Security 
 
This project will be designed and constructed to be in accordance with all University and New 
York City safety and security regulations. 
 
Consideration for the Disabled 
 
This project will be designed to comply with the 2010 Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) 
requirements and Columbia University’s commitment to accessibility.  This project will include 
the appropriate building accessibility upgrades to further the goal of fully accessible buildings 
throughout the campus. 
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Mode of Accomplishment 
 
An architect will be selected during this phase of the project to provide design services and a 
general contractor will be selected to provide construction services for the project. The Columbia 
University Facilities and Operations Department of Capital Project Management will provide 
project management services for the project.  All vendors are selected in accordance with 
University procurement procedures. 
 
Certificate of Occupancy 
 
This project will not affect the Certificate of Occupancy for Havemeyer Hall. 
 
Project Schedule 
 
The project is scheduled for completion in December of 2016. 
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Approved by: 
 
 
 
 
____________________________________________________________________________  ________ 
David M. Greenberg, Executive Vice President, Columbia University Facilities and Operations      Date 
       
 
 
 
____________________________________________________________________________  ________ 
David B. Madigan, Executive Vice President, Dean of the Faculty, Arts and Sciences    Date 
 
 
 
 
____________________________________________________________________________  ________ 
Nancy K. Johnson, Vice President, Budget and Financial Planning       Date 
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